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PREFACE 
 

The Cecil County Chamber of Commerceôs Legislative Brief for the Maryland General Assem-

blyôs 2010 session sets forth the Chamberôs position on issues of importance to businesses in 

Cecil County.  The Chamberôs mission is to support those matters that allow business and in-

dustry to prosper while increasing employment opportunities and building a healthy tax base. 

 

It is the policy of the Chamber to consider, endorse and advocate issues that it determines best 

represent the interests of its Membership. 
 

 

 INTRODUCTION 
The process of governing requires an extensive commitment on the part of legislators and the 

governed to develop and enact reasonable statutes that promote a healthy and safe community 

in which to live, work, and play.   The Cecil County Chamber of Commerceôs legislative 

agenda intends to assert its influence on the legislative process as it relates to the general busi-

ness climate of Cecil County. 

 

The Legislative Brief is developed annually by the Chamberôs Government Relations Commit-

tee and approved by the Board of Directors.  The Government Relations Committee evaluates 

and researches current issues that have the potential to be, or the Chamber feels need to be, ad-

dressed in the next legislative session because of their imminent effect on the viability of busi-

ness in Cecil County. 

 

The research process includes meeting with Cecil County Commissioners and representatives of 

the Maryland General Assembly, and a thorough review of relevant issues obtained from the 

Maryland State Chamber of Commerce.  The Chamber utilizes this information to develop a 

survey that is designed to solicit feedback from its members on current or prospective legisla-

tive issues.  The survey is disseminated to each member electronically with hard copies avail-

able by request. 

 

In addition to the findings of the legislative survey data on the opinion of the Chamberôs mem-

bership is also gathered from discussion at Chamber events, written communication on issues 

throughout the research timeline and ongoing dialogue with its members. 

 

This process allows the Chamber to create the Legislative Brief.  The Chamber recognizes that 

the statements in the legislative brief may not represent the opinion of individual members and 

welcomes member suggestions to review relevant issues or legislation not addressed in this 

brief on a case-by-case basis.  Should there be any questions or any other items of interest not 

covered in this text, please do not hesitate to contact the Government Relations Committee 

Chairperson or the Chamberôs Executive Director. 
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    John Denver    

 

    Jeanne Parry   North East Enterprises, LLC 

  

    Cathy Parsons   Courtyard Marriot at the 

        University of Delaware 

 

    Michael Ratchford  W. L. Gore & Associates 

 

    Teen Vebares   CORE Design Group- 

        Architecture and Design  

 

    Ingo Zeise   ZCON Safety Consulting 

 

Executive Director  Laura Mayse  
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The Cecil County Chamber of Commerce 

Issues for Legislative Action 2009 

Summary  

_____________________________________________________ 

 
THE CECIL COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE SUPPORTS: 

 
INFRASTRUCTURE 

 Water and Wastewater in the Growth Corridor 

Support efforts to move forward with implementation of plan with Artesian Water Re-

ources for privatization of services as outlined in recent agreements 

A consistency in the rate structure and interconnect between the municipalities and the 

county water system 

Move forward with growth management tools such as transfer of development rights 

(TDRôs) and adequate public facilities ordinances (APFOôs) 

 

Å   INFRASTRUCTURE ï Transportation 

Improvements to four failing intersections on Route 40 (Routes 222, 272, 279 & 213) 

MARC train commuter service to Elkton with a connection to SEPTA in Newark, Dela-

ware 

Move the Interstate I-95 toll booth at the Tidingôs Bridge to the Delaware state line 

Immediate remedies for the I-95/Route 222 Interchange 

Restoration of transportation funding a high priority in the upcoming Legislative Ses-

sion 

     

     Å   Tourism 

Sustained funding of tourism development when resulting revenues are critically 

needed. 

 

     Å   Agriculture 

Maintain funds in MALPF, Rural Legacy and local land preservation programs 

Continued funding for cover crop and cost share programs 

Continued support of legislation that makes Maryland and Cecil County agri-tourism 

more ñbusiness friendlyò 

 

     Å   Equine 

Designate a portion of the revenues from slots to the horse industry 
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     Å   Government Interaction 

Continued constructive dialogue and compromise between county commissioners and 

state legislators 

Support and encourage cooperation among all local governments to insure that issues 

such as municipal growth boundaries, water and wastewater service needs and rates, 

and various development policies are put in place 

 

     Å   Charter Government 
Support Charter Board efforts to write a charter for Cecil County and to educate the 

public so that the citizens can make an informed vote in November 2010 

 

     Å   Tax Issues 
Establish a more efficient government and consider reduction of non-essential services 

to match the decline of supporting tax revenues 

A comprehensive review of state funding mandates with a goal of eliminating these 

mandates and providing more flexibility and accountability 

Stop the continued raiding of the Transportation Trust Fund and adjust the motor vehi-

cle registration fees, motor vehicle taxes and taxes to cover the cost of transportation 

expenditures 

Any reduction in aid to local communities must be done fairly and thoughtfully.  State 

and local governments serve the same constituents and Cecil Countyôs needs are dif-

ferent from more urban or larger counties. 

 

     Å   Health Care 
Encourage programs geared at prevention and wellness 

Place reasonable limits on malpractice awards 

Legislation that requires insurers to eliminate certain practices that lower physician re-

imbursement 

Legislation to create and fund new healthcare delivery systems such as the ñmedical 

home modelò 

Expansion of training programs for primary care physicians and midlevel providers such 

as physician assistants and nurse practitioners should be encouraged 

 

     Å   Mental Health 
Encourage public and private awareness of the importance of mental health care 

No further cuts to mental health funding 
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     Å   EDUCATION 

 Higher Education 

Increased funds for STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics) program-

ming is imperative 

Funding and support for the Collegeôs Math and Science Building 

Support from elected officials to integrate science, technology, engineering and math as 

crucial career pathways in the K-16 educational pipeline 

 

 Pre-K through 12 Education 

Move forward with the implementation of the cost-of-living factor for FY 2011 

Take no action in the legislature to transfer expenditures traditionally paid for by the 

state to local governments 

Provide construction funding to build a new comprehensive high school, grades 9-12 for 

career and technology education programs 

 

     Å   Environmental Issues   

Rollback of the mandated 50% storm water improvement on redevelopment sites (20% 

improvement was previously required 

Balance the goals associated with environmental improvement with economic develop-

ment efforts 

Redevelopment of underutilized sites should be encouraged to limit ñgreenfieldò devel-

opment 
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Cecil County Chamber of Commerce 

Membership Survey Data 

Issues for Legislative Action  
(For the 2010 General Assembly Session) 

 
One of the ways the Cecil County Chamber of Commerce speaks out for the legislative interests 

of its members is through the annual ñLegislative Briefò. Each year the Cecil County Chamber 

of Commerce asks their members to focus their legislative advocacy efforts of the Chamber. 

 

 

Federal Issues 

 

Health Care: 

 68% of respondents opposed the Health Care: America's Affordable Health Choices Act 

2009 (H.R. 3200). 

 

Cap & Trade: 

53% of respondents opposed the government setting a limit or cap on the amount of pollut-

ant that can be emitted and companies being issued emission permits and having to buy 

credits from those who pollute less.  

 

Card Check (Employee Free Choice Act): 

79% of respondents opposed Card Check (Employee Free Choice Act). 

 

 

State of Maryland Issues 

 

Re-regulation of Marylandôs energy markets: 

53% of respondents supported re-regulation of Maryland's energy markets. 

 

Transportation Trust Fund: 

89% of respondents agreed with the Transportation Trust Fund and that the Governor and 

Legislators should protect the integrity of the State Transportation Trust Fund (currently 

under funded by at least $450 million) by not transferring money from it into the Gen-

eral Fund.  

 

72% of respondents opposed an increase in the gas tax to help replenish the State Transpor-

tation Trust Fund. 

 

Green Energy: 

82% supported Green Energy and that the State Legislature should pass or increase incen-

tives (e.g., rebates, tax deductions, low or no interest loans) for renewable energy (e.g., 

photovoltaic solar cells, wind power, geothermal). 
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Taxes: 

Respondents were asked to rank possible solutions to the states continued lag behind the 

estimated revenues when adopting the FY2010 State Budget. The possible solutions, 

and their order of priority to our members are as follows: 

 

#1 Reduce # of state employees 38%  

#2 Cutting services  17% 

#3 Raising taxes   14% 

#4 Furlough state employees 13% 

#5 Other    11% 

 

 

Cecil County Issues 

 

State budget impact on local government: 

 62 % supported to study the fiscal relationship between the State and Local Governments. 

 

 Respondents were asked to rank the possible solutions for how County Commissioners 

should deal with the budget revenue shortfall. The possible solutions, and their order of 

priority to our members are as follows: 

 

#1 Reduce # of state employees 32% 

#2  Cutting services  16% 

#3 Furlough state employees 16% 

#4 Raising taxes   14% 

#5 Other    12% 

 

MARC Train Extension: 

 90% of respondents supported plans to extend MARC train service from Perryville to 

Newark. 

 

I-95 Toll Facility: 

61% of respondents agreed that Cecil County is being hurt by the location of the toll facil-

ity on I-95 coming from the West into Cecil County and also believe that the facility 

should be moved. 

 

Failing Intersections: 

81% of respondents supported increased funding from the state or federal governments to 

correct failing intersections on Rt. 40 at Rt. 213, 279, 272, and 222. 
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Water and Wastewater: 

81% of respondents supported the use of County funds for public infrastructure. 

 

92% of respondents agreed that immediate installation of water and sewer in the develop-

ment corridor is critical for successful implementation of the Comprehensive Plan.  

 

Privatization: 

 74% of respondents supported further privatization of the county's water and sewer sys-

tems. 

 

Of those who responded to the survey: 

60% supported the privatization of landfill/solid waste facility 

66% supported the privatization of water/wastewater treatment 

47% supported the privatization of facilities mgmt (Courthouse Security) 

54% supported the privatization of public Transportation 

28% supported the privatization of jails 

8% supported the privatization of another county service 

 

Comprehensive Plan: 

Respondents were asked if they agreed or disagreed that the proposed Comprehensive Plan 

is satisfactory as written. 

17% agreed with the Comprehensive Plan 

17% disagreed with the Comprehensive Plan 

67% have not read the Comprehensive Plan 

 

Charter Government: 

Respondents were asked which charter they would favor for submission to the County 

Commissioners in August of 2010.  

 77% favors County Executive: Elected 

8% favors County Executive: Appointed 

34% favors County Council: Elected at large 

45% favors County Council: Elected by district 

 

Representation in Annapolis: 

81% agreed that the county should have representation in Annapolis who can lobby for 

county issues and keep the Commissioners informed on pending legislation that will 

have an impact on Cecil County. 
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POLICY STATEMENTS ON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

 
Infrastructure 

 
Water and Wastewater 

 

Over the past several years, the Chamber has consistently encouraged the county to move for-

ward with implementing an aggressive plan to provide water and wastewater infrastructure in 

the unincorporated growth corridor (Interstate I-95 and Route 40).  The Chamber has also urged 

cooperation, a consistency in the rate structures and interconnect between the municipalities and 

the county water systems. 

 

Over the past several years, and in particular, the survey results in 2008 indicated that water and 

wastewater infrastructure was the highest economic development priority in Cecil County.  The 

2009 survey indicates that public investment in expanding this infrastructure is again the high-

est priority. 

 

The Chamber supports all efforts to move forward with an implementation plan providing this 

infrastructure in order to manage our countyôs growth, allow other growth management tools 

such as transfer of development rights (TDRôs) and Adequate Public Facilities Ordinance 

(APFOôs) to succeed, and fulfill the vision of the Comprehensive Plan.  We encourage the 

county to continue to pursue privatization and expansion of the countyôs water and sewer sys-

tem, such as occurred when Artesian acquired the Mountain Hill Water Company. and now 

holds the franchise for water service for the bulk of the growth corridor that lies between the 

towns of North East and Perryville. 

 

Transportation 

 

Cecil County continues to be one of the fastest growing counties in Maryland.  With this 

growth, transportation improvements to our roads, mass transit and bridge repair remain a high 

priority in order to encourage business growth in the county.  With declining toll, gas tax and 

vehicle titling revenues to the state, funding for transportation improvements to the county ap-

pears to have little chance for approval in the near future. 

 

Ninety percent of our Chamber members support the extension of the MARC train commuter 

service to Elkton, with a connection to SEPTA in Newark, Delaware.  Mass transit improve-

ments of this type must be a part of an overall transportation emphasis for the state and county 

in order to minimize vehicular traffic on Interstate I-95 and Route 40.  The Maryland Transpor-

tation Authority has an Elkton MARC station in its long range planning for  2015, but this will 

be too late to accommodate growth pressures in the eastern part of the county predicated by re-

locates due to BRAC.  We ask our public officials to accelerate this infrastructure improvement 

by 2011/2012 so new residents will have a commuter choice to Aberdeen Proving Grounds and 

Fort Meade, and give local planning officials a significant assist in focusing growth in this area. 
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The Interstate I-95 tollbooth issue at the Susquehanna River is a chronic concern.  The Chamber 

continues to suggest working with the State of Delaware to move the Interstate I-95 tollbooth to 

the state line in Delaware as an optimum solution for Cecil County. 

 

Failing Intersections and bridges continue to be a significant concern as four intersections on 

Route 40 (Routes 222, 272, 279 and 213) were designated by the Cecil County BRAC Impact 

Committee as improvement projects needs for the Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) 

process to accommodate the expected growth at Aberdeen Proving Grounds.  These key inter-

sections were not included in the Stateôs plan for intersection improvement and will clearly not 

be upgraded by 2011.  This will become a severe problem in eastbound traffic flow from Aber-

deen Proving Grounds. 

 

The Hatem Bridge repair on Route 40 is progressing on schedule and is slated to be completed 

in July, 2011, although the project does not include any additional lanes.  County bridge repair 

continues to be a source of concern for Chamber membership.  We continue to ask that upgrad-

ing be prioritized in accordance with the countyôs Comprehensive Plan. 

 

The I-95/Route 222 Interchange has been identified as a critical concern in Cecil County.  The 

position of the toll booth and weigh station and their proximity to the ramps, coupled with 

planned development in the area, as well as BRAC, are chief concerns for public safety.  This 

interchange requires immediate attention from the State Department of Transportation. 

 

The stateôs current budget deficit resulted in decisions to delay and/or eliminate transportation 

improvements in the region.  This will hurt business development and exacerbate growth prob-

lems due to increased traffic in the near future.  The Chamber asks our delegation to make res-

toration of transportation funding a high priority in the upcoming Legislative Session.  How to 

pay for our transportation priorities is the issue.  The Chamber is willing to work with our dele-

gation to develop a plan to help resolve the funding issue. 

 

Tourism 

 

The tourism industry is a critical component of the stateôs economy.  The Cecil County Cham-

ber of Commerce recognizes and supports the need for sustained funding of tourism develop-

ment, especially during tough economic times when the resulting revenues are critically needed.  

The return on tourism funding is evident and fully supported by statistics which show that an 

investment in tourism increases tax revenues while providing jobs.  Last year Cecil County 

tourism generated $155 million dollars in visitor expenditures.  Over 2,100 people were em-

ployed, creating wages of $60 million.  Over $19 million dollars were generated in state and 

local tax revenues from Cecil County visitors alone. We urge support for Cecil County Tourism 

and the Visitor Center to enable them to aggressively promote Cecil County and the State of 

Maryland as first class tourist destinations. 
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Agriculture 

 

The Chamber continues to recognize the value and importance of the rural character of Cecil 

County.  As our county grows and develops, we need to maintain a balance with open space / 

working landscapes which add to our quality of life.   

 

We recommend continued funding of MALPF (Maryland Agriculture Land Preservation Foun-

dation), the Rural Legacy program, Project Open Space, MARBIDCO (Maryland Agricultural 

and Resource-Based Industry Development Corporation) and local land preservation programs.   

 

We also recommend continued funding for cover crop and cost share programs.  These two pro-

grams help the farmer implement ñbest management practicesò which protect our soils from 

eroding and protect our streams, rivers and the Chesapeake Bay.  

 

Our rural heritage draws visitors to our county to enjoy our agri-tourism opportunities.  As farm 

families diversify to survive and remain viable, they need continued support of their efforts to 

keep the farms profitable.   

 

The business of agriculture is a vital part of the economic well being of Cecil County and the 

state of Maryland. 

 

 

 

Equine 

 

The Chamber recognizes the economic impact of the horse industry in Cecil County and the 

State of Maryland.  We support a healthy equine industry, which in turn supports local farms 

and businesses by purchasing products such as hay, straw, tractors, fencing, etc.  The horse in-

dustry provides numerous employment opportunities that appeal to people of all ages. 

 

Equine activities maintain open space, promote a positive tax base and encourage tourism.  We 

recognize the importance of the equine industry in helping keep agriculture viable and profit-

able in Cecil County.   

 

With the passage of slots and the designation of Cecil County as one of the casino sites, we are 

hopeful that a portion of the revenues generated will flow back into the horse industry and 

maintain and strengthen it.   

 

The Maryland Equine Census is in the process of being updated.  The Chamber looks forward 

to data that recognizes this important agricultural industry in Cecil County and the state of 

Maryland. 
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POLICY STATEMENT ON GOVERNMENT INTERACTION 

 

 
The Chamber strongly supports consistent collaboration and cooperation between all levels of 

government.  It is critically important in this most difficult fiscal environment that members of 

the delegation to Annapolis, the county commissioners and municipal leaders strive to work 

together to identify and implement solutions that benefit all Cecil citizens.  The need for col-

laborative solutions to resolve the issues the county and its citizens face demand that parochial 

interests be put aside. 

 

We request the Board of Cecil County Commissioners provide the necessary leadership to work 

with all governmental entities to resolve issues as they arise for the benefit of all county resi-

dents. 
 

Form of Cecil County Government 

 
The Chamber continues to strongly support the need to change the form of county government.  

In the 2008 Chamber Legislative Survey only 13.7% of the respondents favored the current 

form of county government.  45.8% favored a move to charter government while 11% favored a 

Code Home Rule structure. 29.3% reported they were undecided.   With a Charter Board in 

place to write a charter that will go to referendum, the 2009 survey indicates 90% of our mem-

bership would prefer an elected County Executive while 10% prefer an appointed County Ex-

ecutive.  56% of our membership would like to see county council members elected by district, 

while 44% would prefer council to be elected at large. 

 

The Chamber supports the Charter Board in their efforts to write a charter for Cecil County and 

to education the public so that the citizens can make an informed vote in November, 2010. 
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POLICY STATEMENT ON TAXATION 
 

 

The State of Maryland, along with 48 other states, faces another year of declining revenues.   

State officials have responded by cutting spending, eliminating positions, reducing aid to local 

communities and, during a special session in 2007, raising a number of taxes including the cor-

porate income tax, sales tax,  and some income taxes.   Federal stimulus funds have helped to 

bridge the shortfall in state revenues and allowed the state to maintain service levels in some 

instances. 

 

Despite these efforts, state revenues continue to decline and state officials will continue to face 

difficult decisions during the 2010 legislative session.   In making these decisions, state officials 

must keep in mind that most businesses also are experiencing a decline in revenue and profits.  

Further taxation will only exacerbate their difficulty to survive. 

 

The ñ2010 Sate Business Tax Climate Index,ò prepared by the Tax Foundation, ranked Mary-

land 45th among the states as compared with the neighboring states of Delaware, Pennsylvania, 

Virginia, and West Virginia ranking of  8th, 27th, 15th and 37th, respectively.  Cecil County is 

especially vulnerable to businesses leaving because we are bordered by Pennsylvania and Dela-

ware. 

 

Simply raising taxes without asking the hard questions about the justification, efficiency of ef-

fectiveness of state services will continue to compound over time Marylandôs budget problems 

while making the state less competitive.  To address the structural fiscal problems and make 

Maryland more competitive, the Chamber recommends the following; 

 

Establish a more efficient government and consider a reduction of non-essential services to 

match the decline of the supporting tax revenues. 

A comprehensive review of state funding mandates with a goal of eliminating these man-

dates and providing more flexibility and accountability is necessary.  Because 65% if Maryland 

state spending is mandated funding, state officialôs hands are effectively tied as the state budget 

is largely on ñauto pilot.ò 

Stop the continued raiding of the Transportation Trust Fund and adjust the motor vehicle 

registration fees, motor vehicles fuel taxes and taxes to cover the cost of transportation expendi-

tures. 

Any reductions in aid to local communities must be done fairly and thoughtfully.  State and 

local governments serve the same constituents and Cecil Countyôs needs are different from 

more urban or larger counties. 
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POLICY STATEMENT ON HEALTH CARE 
 

 

The top legislative priorities for 2010 will undoubtedly relate to healthcare reform.  The state is 

in position to establish legislative priorities that dovetail with federal reforms, but also focus on 

new and innovative approaches within the state of Maryland.  Enhanced healthcare coverage to 

vulnerable populations needs to be offered.  Reform measures, however, need to focus on pre-

vention, wellness, the application of evidence-based healthcare practices and new care models 

that address the perverse reimbursement incentives that add unnecessarily to costs.  The mental 

health infrastructure, which was fragile before budget cuts, has been further weakened by the 

closure of Upper Shore Mental Health Center and the elimination of important community ser-

vices.  The closure of Upper Shore creates an opportunity to envision a new psychiatric care 

model for the services on the eastern shore. 

 

The recommendations of the Physician Workforce Study have not been implemented despite 

growing shortages of physicians, especially in southern and western Maryland and the eastern 

shore.  Expansion of training programs for primary care physicians and midlevel providers such 

as physician assistants and nurse practitioners should be encouraged.  Legislation to create and 

fund new healthcare delivery systems such as the ñmedical home modelò should be supported.  

This would require the creation of a new reimbursement plan that facilitates improvement of 

healthcare quality and efficiency through the use of information technology and aligns physi-

cians to practice in a cost effective manner. 

 

An adverse Circuit Court ruling ñLockshin vs. Semskerò overturned the non-economic damages 

cap in medical malpractice cases that was enacted in 2004.  This could lead to higher insurance 

premiums for physicians.  Depending on the ruling of the Maryland Court of Appeals, it may be 

necessary to recodify General Assembly support for the current cap. 

 

Mental Health Care 
 

We support and encourage public and private efforts to increase community awareness of the 

importance of mental health care, which when properly managed reduces costs in other areas of 

health care and also reduces employer losses due to absenteeism or reduced productivity. 

 

We strongly encourage our elected officials to avoid the temptation to cut mental health funding 

if funding cuts are necessary to balance the budget.  While all state services should share in the 

burden of balancing the budget, community mental health rates went nine (9) years without any 

inflationary adjustments, had two rate reductions, and are simply not in a position to survive 

any additional reductions.  With the economic downturn, requests for services in community 

programs like Upper Bay Counseling have increased by 8% yet staffing has decreased by 4%.  

In FY 2009 and 2010 so far, the public mental health system has absorbed a disproportionate 

amount of cost cutting with $45 million in loses so far.  This includes the closure of 9 state in-

patient psychiatric units across the state with job loses from these programs accounting for al-

most half of all state employee job losses in the state. 
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POLICY STATEMENT ON EDUCATION 
 

 

Higher Education 
 

 

Cecil College continues to be the fastest growing community college in Maryland and one of 

the strongest regional assets supporting workforce development. The college offers more than 

90 degree and certificate programs, including local access to four-year and graduate degrees as 

a result of partnerships with Maryland institutes such as the University of Maryland Baltimore 

County and Salisbury University. Additionally, Cecil College recently signed a ñBlue and 

Goldò agreement with Drexel University, which provides a variety of transfer benefits for our 

students.  

 

 

Maryland continues to earn an ñFò grade for affordability and an ñAò for the benefits realized 

from residents with increased educational capital in the National Center for Public Policy and 

Higher Educationôs National Report Card on Higher Education.  Investment in higher educa-

tion at the state and local level is the only way to advance Cecil County in perpetuity.  Cecil 

College produces educated individuals who are more likely to participate in civic initiatives, 

including voting and volunteering as well as contribute financially and philanthropically, all of 

which increase the quality of life in Cecil County.   

 

 

Increased science, technology, and engineering programming are imperative in order to support 

the rapid expansion of knowledge economy jobs in our area.  In order to offer Science, Tech-

nology, Engineering, Math (STEM) related classes at Cecilôs existing campuses, the college 

needs funding to be able to provide labs and classrooms that meet the clearly-identified STEM 

mandates.   Funding and support is also needed for the Collegeôs Math and Science building, 

which will meet the physical needs and enrollment demands of STEM courses.  Additionally, 

Cecil College is committed to continuing to champion the need to integrate science, technology, 

engineering, and math as crucial career pathways in the K-16 educational pipeline, and requests 

support from elected officials to accomplish this important mission. 
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Pre-K through 12 Education 
 

Cecil County Public Schools ï Grades Pre-kindergarten through Twelve 

The Chamber members recognize that a high quality education program for our youth is a criti-

cal infrastructure component of the economic development program.  They want the best possi-

ble education for our young people with the assumption that expenditures are managed in an 

efficient manner with respect to available fiscal resources. 
 

Adequate Funding ï Bridge to Excellence 
 

Bridge to Excellence, also known as ñThornton,ò was passed by the legislature in 2002 and 

signed into law.  This legislation was designed to increase the level of state and local funding 

for public education significantly over five years.  The result of a very thorough study by a task 

force created by legislation indicated that public schools were not funded at a level that allowed 

all of the students in Maryland access to an adequate education.  The funding formulas that dis-

tribute state dollars are sensitive to the equity issues in Cecil County because of our low-wealth 

standing.  The Chamber appreciates the fact that Maryland legislators fully supported the five-

year phase in of Thornton. 
 

During the 2007 Special Legislative Session the Maryland General Assembly voted to delay the 

implementation of the implicit price deflator (cost of living factor) and replace it with a mini-

mum1% increase guarantee for all local school systems if the current formulas did not calculate 

a larger increase from one fiscal year to the next.  In addition the general assembly determined 

that the cost-of-living index factor would be either the consumer price index or the implicit 

price deflator which ever is less and capped the total increase to no more than 5%.  While the 

Chamber understands the fiscal crisis facing Maryland, the general assembly and the governor 

need to move forward with the implementation of the cost-of-living factor as scheduled in FY 

2011. 

 

In addition the Chamber asks that the governor or general assembly not take action to transfer 

expenditures traditionally paid for by the state to local governments.  Local governments are 

also dealing with the impact of the current fiscal crisis and will be hard pressed to address local 

fiscal priorities given the current circumstances without absorbing costs currently covered by 

the state.  Local governments cover about 50% of the costs of public schools in each jurisdic-

tion.  The ability of the local government to fund the priorities of local education at a time when 

the state funding is not increasing is critically important. 

 

Cecil Technical High School 

 

The Chamber supports the Board of Educationôs proposal to build a new comprehensive high 

school, grades 9-12, for career and technology education programs.  The Board of Public 

Works approved this project in May 2007.  The Board of Education of Cecil County requested 

construction funding for FY 2010.  The County did not fund the new construction. The Cham-

ber has identified the construction of the Cecil Technical High School as a critical component 

of the education infrastructure in Cecil County.  Tomorrowôs workforce must possess more 

knowledge and greater skill if Cecil County is going to be prepared to fulfill the economic  
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development challenges of the 21st century.  The Base Realignment and Closing (BRAC) deci-

sion as well as population growth projections fully indicate the need for increased classroom 

space and highly trained graduates prepared to fill workforce needs.  
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POLICY STATEMENT ON ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUE 
 

The Cecil County Chamber of Commerce continues to support efforts to improve the environ-

ment.  Still predominately a rural county, Cecil County, enjoys its position at the ñHead of the 

Bay.ò  With tourism serving as a large contributor to the economic success, of the county it is 

imperative that the Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries continue to be protected. 

 

However, goals associated with environmental improvement must be balanced with economic 

development efforts.  The state should consider what other states on the region are doing before 

imposing legislation that could put Maryland at a competitive disadvantage. 

 

Furthermore, the State should consider a rollback of the mandated 50% storm water improve-

ment on redevelopment sites (20% improvement was previously required).   Redevelopment of 

dilapidated and underutilized sites should be encouraged in order to limit ñgreenfieldò develop-

ment.  Any improvement to storm water management when redeveloping sites should be ac-

ceptable. 
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Written, drafted and approved by the Cecil County Chamber of Commerce 

Government Relations Committee 

 

Joyce Bowlsbey, Chairperson  

Laura Mayse, Executive Director 

 

 

Approved by the Ceil County Chamber of Commerce 

Board of Directors 

December 2009 

 

Brian Byers, President 
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